Experimental
Crystal data Table 1 Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å , ) . This causes an attention to new synthetic methods and investigation of similar compounds. Methyl 2-oxo-1,2,5,6-tetrahydro-4H-pyrrolo[3,2,1-ij]quinoline-6-carboxylate (II) was prepared from the previously synthesized substituted 1,2,3,4-tetrahydroquinoline-4-carboxylic acid (I) - Fig. 1 . The configuration of substituents cannot be resolved unambiguously by NMR. In accordance with the 1 H NMR and GC-MS data starting I was pure cis-isomer (Zhuravleva et al., 2009) . Only one entry (Bond et al., 1979) with the same heterothricycllic moiety was found in CSDB (ver. 5.30; Allen, 2002) . All geometric parameters -the same bonds and angles are identical in s.u. intervals.
In the crystal, the C-H···π (centroid of C5-10) interactions ( 
To a stirred solution of cis-methyl 1-(chloroacetyl)-2-methyl-1,2,3,4-tetrahydroquinoline-4-carboxylate (3.6 mmol) in 1,2-dichlorobenzene (20 ml) aluminium chloride (36 mmol) was added dropwise at 378 K. The resulting mixture was stirred for 5 h at 378 K. To the cooled reaction mixture was added ice-water and adjusted to pH 10 with solution of sodium hydrocarbonate. The mixture was extracted with ethyl acetate, dried over anhydrous sodium sulfate and concentrated under reduced pressure. Recrystallization of the crude product from ethanol gave 0.73 g of colourless crystals. Yield 73%, mp 398-341 K.
IR, ν, cm Single crystals for X-ray analysis were obtained by slow evaporation of an methylene chloride -hexane (2: 3) solution. IR spectrum was recorded (in KBr) on Shimadzu FTIR-8400S. Mass spectrum was measured on Finnigan Trance DSQ spectrometer. 1 H NMR spectrum was obtained in DMSO-d 6 on Bruker AM 300 (300 MHz), using TMS as internal standard.
Elemental composition was determined on Euro Vector EA-3000 elemental analyzer.
Refinement
All H-atoms were geometrically positioned and refined using a riding model with d(C-H) = 0.93 Å, U iso (H) = 1.2U eq (C) for aromatic, d(C-H) = 0.97 Å, U iso (H) = 1.2U eq (C) for CH 2 , d(C-H) = 0.96 Å, U iso (H) = 1.5U eq (C) for CH 3 atoms. Monochromator: Graphite θ min = 2.2º 
